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FROM THE BISHOP  

  

I have to confess I feel a little 
apprehensive about this new 
development in the history of our 
Diocesan Magazine. However, it is 
a positive apprehension. Never 
before have I edited a journal! 
Audrey Walton, who does 
secretarial work for me, has not 
been involved either in the process 
of the preparation and publication 
of a magazine. However, she has 
had experience in the journalism 
industry, for which I am grateful! 
As you will remember, Professor 
Bobby Sommerville has worked 
for years as the editor of the 
magazine and prepared it for 
publication. I am grateful to him 
for his skills and work. In this new 
version, I am hoping that you will 
interact with it, either by writing 
articles or reflections (poetry?) but 
also letters. Our plan is to continue 
to produce, as has been the case, 
three issues of the magazine a 
year. Feedback, therefore, is 
important to us! 
As most of you know, I produce a 
Bishop s newsletter once a 

month. The purpose of that is to 
tell the Diocese, visitors to the 
Diocese and those  who have an 
interest and concern for the 
Diocese, what is happening in the 
Diocese and providing as 
extensive as possible a what s 
on . I also try to make some 
suggestions for thinking, praying 
and action. The purpose of the             

magazine is different and equally 
wide-ranging. Primarily, it is to 
inform the Diocese and beyond 
about the events and experiences 
within the Diocese that may be 
inspiring, informative and 
encouraging (and amusing!) from 
across the Diocese. So here s a 
competition! What name would 
you give to our Magazine ?  
Currently it is Argyll and The 
Isles ? It will be judged by our 
Diocesan Secretary: Chris 
Todhunter. 
So, for the magazine, I would like 
to include articles and photographs 
from your charges about events 
that have been significant to you. 
You may have heard a sermon or 
address, (there is a difference!) 
from one of the clergy or the laity 
which has been inspiring and 
helpful. I hope to include one each 
issue of the magazine, that others 
may benefit from it. So in this 
edition, you will find a moving 
sermon from one of the Lay 
Readers at St Moluag s, Tong, on 
the Isle of Lewis.  
Given the interval between each 
issue, it gives time for articles to 
be written about issues that face 
not just our Diocese, but the 
Anglican Communion and indeed 
the culture and environment of our 
region of Argyll and The Isles. 
In this issue, there are strong and 
challenging ideas put forward by 
David Fuller from Mull on the 
possible future of our Diocese. 
They are not as new as he 
suggests, but readers may have 
responses to make through these 
columns. 
Peter Rice, the Priest in Charge of 
The West Highland Region retires 
on May 1st, Ascension Day. All the 
Charges in the region and the 
Diocesan staff are grateful to Peter 
for what he has given in his            

Priesthood and humanity. We wish 
him well, but his wife Fiona will 
remain Diocesan President of The 
Mothers Union. (see letter Page 
12). 
As many of you will know, there 
has been an energetic debate over 
the proposed plan to build a huge 
Wind Turbine field on Lewis. At 
present, it seems that the Scottish 
Executive is of a mind not to 
grant permission for these plans to 
be realised, because of the number 
of voices of opposition on the 
Island. The decision, as I 
understand it, has still to be 
finalised. The environmental 
issues of climate change and our 
thirst for energy have profound 
implications for our image of 
God and Creation. On the other 
hand, such a farm would have  
considerable and detrimental affect 
on the environment. As I consider 
what my annual travelling costs 
are for the Diocese, and that a litre 
of diesel varies from 109p to 119p 
(!), there are real questions not just 
about my own carbon footprint 
but on the use of the Diocesan 
resources for mission and ministry. 
This issue of the magazine, I am 
seeing as promotional . As its 
publication and delivery costs are 
considerable, maybe, as a result of 
the take up of this issue, we will 
consider a minimal charge for 
copies, in order to sustain the 
venture. 
You will be receiving this issue 
during Lent. I hope and pray that 
you will take the opportunity to 
think and pray about the Mission 
of the Diocese and our need to take 
care of each other. I am concerned 
with what has been called recently 
as decreasing civility in how we 
relate to each other right across the 
UK. The person of Christ in 
Passiontide is challenging. Of 
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