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MOTIVATION isawaysathorny issue. There are
those who would claim that no one can ever act out
of pure motivation. There are always doubtful
motivations in those who wish their names to be put
forward for high office in any of our ingtitutions.
And that includes bishops! In a much larger
‘theatre’, the motivations for good in the United
States President-Elect, Barack Obama, are regarded
at present with a loftiness that might be almost
impossible to realise. In Chicago, on the night of 4™
November, Obama’s acceptance speech had a
soaring expectation and grace that is rare in our
time. | found tears gathering in my eyes. The tone
he established drowned out the murmurings of
cynicism as he urged us: “Put your hands on the arc
of history and bend it once more to the hope of a
better day’.

Of course, the difficulties will come in their
battalions as the redity and compromise of
intractable crises and dysfunctions pile into the
Oval Office. However, | sensed as | watched him
speak, that his rhetoric was not only finely crafted,
but that there was stillness and a centredness from
which his words sprang, with the undoubted help of
speech-writers.

Our Diocesan ‘issues’ (an over-used word, | fear)
may seem somewhat overshadowed in comparison.
However, the redlity is that we are charged to give
meaning to our expansive claim that in Argyll and
among The Isles we dwell in a climate which
nurtured those who brought to wakefulness the
infancy of Christianity in Britain and beyond. Our
task is to realise what was begun and held alwaysin
the present by those who have gone before us. Our
Diocese is punctuated with small congregations that
are struggling but remain hopeful.

| have found myself all too often acting out
of anxiety about our future. One danger is to run
from the realities in order to avoid the anxiety. The
other danger is to manipulate others to feed self-
promotion, as a means of avoiding anxiety. The
lesson, if | have ‘read’ Obama appropriately, is to
come to our Christian responsibility in these parts
from a till centre, which brings with it an acute
awareness as to what the truth is and how to
respond gently but firmly to that truth. That truth is
the immediate love of God.

The stories told in this issue are signs of
growth from the ‘small hours’ of God’s rumour
among us. Among the articles, there are a few notes
from our recent Diocesan retreat led by Canon
Brian Hardy on Silent Prayer and its implications.
For me, as your Bishop, | can only tell you that
Silent Prayer is the essential Christian practice on a
daily basis, more honoured, | must add, in the
breech than in the observance. One article
challenges the reader to think about what it is to be
an Anglican, using his own distinct Anglican
journey as a spur to thought. | hope that you will
consider contributing to this magazine by writing
for it yourself and, perhaps, include your own
reactions, by way of letters, to what the magazine
has published.

The Lambeth Conference was, for both
Elspeth and I, an experience which will not come
our way again. Of course, there was the creation of
new friendship; the debate, the listening, the
learning... But most of all, it was a challenge. |
have written, quite extensively on my experiences
in five reflections which are available on our
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Elspeth, who participated in the Spouses
Conference, has aso written of her experiences.
Her article, which was written for ‘Inspires’ (the
Magazine of the Scottish Episcopal Church) isaso
included in this issue. Although | have spoken
frequently of our deep gratitude to al in the
Diocese for providing the funds for our
participation, | cannot stress enough that what |
gained is the challenge, as your Bishop, to be a
model of the Christ-like life, no matter how far
short | may fall in realising that challenge. Of
course, that challenge is one which | can only pass
on to you. That ‘passing on’ has only significance,
of course, if it is an ingpiration in my own life. So
thank you.

The challenges that are immediately before
us, and not in the future, are critica ones. For
example, The West Highland Region charges
(Portnacrois, Duror, Ballachulish, Glencoe,
Kinlochleven and Onich) have, through their
representatives, been working for several months
towards being ‘linked charges’, which a new canon
of the Scottish Episcopal Church has offered.
Although the conversations between each charge
have been long and, at times, burdensome,
nevertheless, | feel that they are more deeply aware
of the needs of each other. The responsibility for
nominating a new Rector of the Region lies with the
charges together. A great dea is expected of any
new Rector: not simply in the exercise of liturgy
and pastoral work but importantly in building lay
ministry teams in each area of the region. | ask your
prayers for each charge as they begin the process of
advertising and appointment. If you know of any
priest who may be interested in applying, please do
ask them to write to Audrey Walton, my secretary,
at the Diocesan Offices. (Mrs Audrey Walton, The
Bishop’s Secretary, St Moluag’s Diocesan Centre,
Croft Avenue, Oban PA34 5JJ.
bishop@argyll.anglican.org)

| make no apologies for concluding with
some of the enthusiasm and vision of Barack
Obama’s acceptance speech. “This is our moment:
to put our people back to work and open doors of
opportunity; to....reaffirm that fundamental truth —
that out of many, we are one; that while we breathe,
we hope, and where we are met with cynicism, and
doubt, and those who tell us that we can't, we will
respond with that timeless creed that sums up the
spirit of a people: Yes We Can. Thank you, God
bless you, and may God Blessyou.”

In the Love of God,

Bishop Martin

CHRISTODHUNTER
Gentleness, Humour and Insight

IN the world of Cathedrals in England with which |
have had many years experience, those who were
appointed to administrative jobs were those who
were expected to respond to crises and ‘sort the
place out’, or those who were ‘long-players’ — able
to see the long-term issues and provide a strong but
steadying influence on administration and
management. Never have | experienced both in the
same person, at least not until now. Thefirst type of
person after they ‘sort it’, seem not to be able to
stop ‘sorting it’ and become, frankly, counter-
productive. The latter are not good at remaining
clear when crises erupt and when tensions are high.
Chris Todhunter has, in my experience, been able to
keep both in balance.

Chris arrived as Diocesan Secretary and
Treasurer in 2005, when there were some difficult
crises. He handled his work, responsibilities and
relationships with calmness, speed and skill. He
also began to ask me what my ‘aim’ for the Diocese
might be. This in turn, in tune with the stewardship
renewal process, is what gave birth to our Diocesan
Vision [ ‘Christ calls us to live like Him, in Word,
Sacrament, Prayer and Service amongst others.’]
on which this Diocese hopes to move forward.

Of necessity, in my view, the Bishop’s job
in this Diocese in particular, is to be available
where the congregations and communities of the
Diocese are. This, of course, means that | am away
from Oban at least 75% of my time. This can be
frustrating for the staff in the Diocesan Office, and
in particular, for Chris as the Secretary and
Treasurer of the Diocese. | am deeply grateful for
his encouragement, support and tolerance.

Chriswas a Royal Naval officer, has worked
in industrial management and is a corporate lawyer.
The Diocese has been more than fortunate to have
‘access’ to this experience and skill. He is dso a
son of an Anglican Priest which has brought
empathy to the circumstances of our charges.



Many of the clergy and lay people of this Diocese
have benefited from Chris’s attentiveness and
advice. These will be sorely missed.

In the meanwhile, Peter Kemp, who has
been part of the Scottish Episcopal Church’s
Administration Board, is helping us think and plan
carefully for the succession, with Chris’s help. All
the charges in the Diocese will be kept informed as
to any appointment that will need to be made.

We wish Chris, his wife Rosemary and their
son Harry, every best wish and God’s blessing for
their new life in EasAnglia.

Bishop Martin
Lambeth 2008. The Spouses Conference.

To Canterbury: ‘The Bishop’sWife’s Tale’

Elspeth Shaw

Our journey south in two coaches to Canterbury
was certainly long with a three- hour hold up on the
M6. The Scots were a conversation item for a few
days because the journey had been described by the
Archbishop of Canterbury in his opening address as
“disagreeable”. In fact it contributed to the
beginning of many extended conversations with
people from all around the world as we stood in the
sunshine on the outer lane of a motorway.
It took a while to get orientated on the campus and
to appreciate that we were to be there for three
weeks. Rarely have | ever been away for three
weeks, either with family or friends, let aone
hundreds of bishops and their wives. It was such a
privilege! For the spouses there was a different feel
to our conference and | can only describe it by the
fact that many had consciously come, voluntarily
accompanying their spouse, a lot of sacrificing -
holidays, pay and many leaving young families and
dependents. As Jane Williams expressed so
eloquently “l expect there are few among us that,

when we were teenagers day-dreaming of who we
might marry, ever imagined that it would be a
bishop!”

Along with many others | had been invited by Jane
Williams to lead a bible study group of about six
wives. We were studying the same “I am” passages
from St John’s Gospel as the bishops.
| have come home with a wealth of memories
feeling proud to be part of the Worldwide Anglican
Communion.Elspeth Shaw

Bishop Wayne Wight of Delaware in & John’s
Cathedral, Oban



